8 C.F.R. § 214.2(m)(11) and (12) — Students in established vocational or other recognized
nonacademic institutions, other than in language training programs

(11) School transfer --

(i) Eligibility . An M - 1 student may not transfer to another school after six months from the
date the student is first admitted as, or changes nonimmigrant classification to that of, an M - 1
student unless the student is unable to remain at the school to which the student was initially
admitted due to circumstances beyond the student's control. An M - 1 student may be otherwise
eligible to transfer to another school if the student --

(A) Is a bona fide nonimmigrant;

(B) Has been pursuing a full course of study at the school the student was last authorized to
attend,

(C) Intends to pursue a full course of study at the school to which the student intends to transfer;
and

(D) Is financially able to attend the school to which the student intends to transfer.

(i) Procedure . A student must apply to the Service on Form 1-539 for permission to transfer
between schools. Upon application for school transfer, a student may effect the transfer subject
to approval of the application. A student who transfers without complying with this requirement
or whose application is denied after transfer pursuant to this regulation is considered to be out of
status. If the application is approved, the approval of the transfer will be determined to be the
program start date listed on the Form 1-2 0, and the student will be granted an extension of stay
for the period of time necessary to complete the new course of study plus 30 days, or for a total
period of one year, whichever is less. (Paragraph (m)(11)(ii) revised effective 1/1/03; 67 FR
76256 )

(A) Non-SEVIS school . The application must be accompanied by the Form [-201D copy and the
Form 1-94 of the student's spouse and children, if applicable. The Form 1-539 must also be
accompanied by Form 1-20M-N properly and completely filled out by the student and by the
designated official of the school which the student wishes to attend. Upon approval, the
adjudicating officer will endorse the name of the school to which the transfer is authorized on the
student's Form 1-20ID copy and return it to the student. The officer will also endorse Form I-
20M-N to indicate that a school transfer has been authorized and forward it to the Service's
processing center for updating. The processing center will forward Form 1-20M-N to the school
to which the transfer has been authorized to notify the school of the action taken. (Amended
effective 7/6/09; 74 FR 26933 )

(B) SEVIS school . The student must first notify his or her current school of the intent to transfer
and indicate the school to which the student intends to transfer. Upon notification by the student,
the current school must update SEVIS to show the student as a “transfer out™ and input the
"release date" for transfer. Once updated as a "transfer out™ the transfer school is permitted to
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generate a SEVIS Form 1-20 for transfer but will not gain access to the student's SEVIS record
until the release date is reached. Upon receipt of the SEVIS Form 1-20 from the transfer school,
the student must submit Form 1-539 in accordance with § 214.2(m)(11) . The student may enroll
in the transfer school at the next available term or session and is required to notify the DSO of
the transfer school immediately upon beginning attendance. The transfer school must update the
student's registration record in SEVIS in accordance with § 214.3(g)(3) . Upon approval of the
transfer application, the Service officer will endorse the name of the school to which the transfer
is authorized on the student's SEVIS Form 1-20 and return it to the student. (Amended effective
7/6/09; 74 FR 26933 )

(C) Transition process . Once SEVIS is fully operational and interfaced with the service center
benefit processing system, the Service officer will transmit the approval of the transfer to SEVIS
and endorse the name of the school to which transfer is authorized on the student's SEVIS Form
I-20 and return it to the student. As part of a transitional process until that time, the student is
required to notify the DSO at the transfer school of the decision of the Service within 15 days of
the receipt of the adjudication by the Service. Upon notification by the student of the approval of
the Service, the DSO must immediately update SEVIS to show that approval of the transfer has
been granted. The DSO must then print an updated SEVIS Form 1-20 for the student indicating
that the transfer has been completed. If the application for transfer is denied, the student is out of
status and the DSO must terminate the student's record in SEVIS.

(iii) Student who has not been pursuing a full course of study . If an M - 1 student who has not
been pursuing a full course of study at the school the student was last authorized to attend desires
to attend a different school, the student must apply for reinstatement to student status under
paragraph (m)(16) of this section.

(12) Change in educational objective . An M - 1 student may not change educational objective.
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